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The Defeated Creek Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment was established in 1986. The depart-
ment is made up of 12 members and three fire
trucks.

Without volunteer fire halls like Defeated
Creek, many places in the Sixth District would
lack effective fire protection. In the State of
Tennessee, over 70 percent of fire service is
provided by volunteers. Among these volun-
teers, almost 75 percent work other daily jobs.

Ensuring our families’ safety is not without
risk. Sadly, an average of two firefighters die
each year in Tennessee in the line of duty. In
2005, the Tennessee Fire Services and Code
Academy dedicated a memorial on their main
campus in Bell Buckle to honor those Ten-
nessee firefighters who have died in the line of
duty.

For their willingness to serve, the following
members of the Defeated Creek Volunteer
Fire Department deserve recognition: Chief
Brandon Powell, Hughie Gregory, Donny Mar-
tin, Benton Dyer, Rusty Williams, Steve Ben-
nett, Jason Powell, Kerby Comstock, Randy
Martin, Scott Edens, Dustin Dillehay, and
Chris Fields.

——————
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Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the late Con-
gressman Henry Hyde who passed away on
November 29, 2007.

Representative Hyde was a man of great
honor and a dedicated public servant. He
served for 32 years in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, representing the Chicago sub-
urbs. During that time he served as Chairman
of the House Judiciary Committee from 1995
to 2001 and as Chairman of the House Inter-
national Affairs Committee from 2001 to 2007.

| had the honor of serving with Mr. Hyde as
a member of the House International Affairs
Committee during his time as Chair. He was
a thoughtful and insightful Committee Chair
who was willing to mentor a new member of
the other party. | will always remember Mr.
Hyde’s help in including three important provi-
sions in the original President's Emergency
Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). These provi-
sions on drug resistance, orphans and vulner-
able children, and tracking the sale of drugs
on the black market were ensured a place in
the legislation largely because of Mr. Hyde’s
support. | will also never forget the opportunity
to travel with Mr. Hyde to Mexico, where it
was evident that he was well-respected by
world leaders.

One of the things | recall most clearly about
Representative Hyde was his command of the
English language and his oratorical skills.
When Secretary Rice appeared before the
International Affairs Committee, he so elo-
quently expressed his disappointment that the
Bush Administration had failed to live up to its
obligation to ensure security in Iraq.

In addition to his many years as an elected
leader, Mr. Hyde was a celebrated athlete in
college, a veteran, and a lawyer. In recogni-
tion of his accomplishments, in October of this
year, Congressman Hyde was awarded the
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Presidential Medal of Freedom, our country’s
highest civilian honor.

On behalf of the families of Minnesota’s
Fourth Congressional District, we extend our
prayers and sincerest condolences to his wife,
children and all of the family and friends of
Representative Hyde. He will be remembered
in the highest regard, and | will miss him.

Madam Speaker, please join me in paying
special tribute to the life and service of Con-
gressman Henry Hyde.
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Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, this past week,
the Organization for Security and Cooperation
(OSCE) convened in Madrid, Spain to choose
the countries that will chair the organization for
the next three years. The 56 member nations
of the OSCE voted to give the chairmanship to
Greece in 2009, Kazakhstan in 2010, and Lith-
uania for 2011.

All of these countries should be congratu-
lated for being awarded this important duty.
The selection of Kazakhstan as chair for 2010
is especially significant for several important
reasons.

First, Kazakhstan will be the first ex-Soviet
republic to assume the chairmanship of the
OSCE, which is quite timely given that many
of the countries in region are continuing to
struggle with the transition from communism to
full democracy. Kazakhstan, as the largest
country in the region, may be in the best posi-
tion to promote the OSCE’s principal man-
dates of respect for human rights and advanc-
ing democracy.

Conversely, while OSCE ministers were
meeting, Russia conducted parliamentary
elections in open contempt of OSCE’s election
monitoring program. Reacting to a series of
obstructions and delays clearly intended to
frustrate their work, the OSCE finally con-
cluded that Russian authorities had made it
impossible for monitoring activities to occur
before or during the December 2 election.

By contrast, Kazakhstan fully cooperated
with OSCE’s monitoring and reporting during
its August 18 parliamentary election. It allowed
1,200 election observers to cover 1,743 polling
stations, whereas Russia set a limit of 450
international observers for its 95,000 polling
stations.

Prior to its election, Kazakhstan adopted re-
forms to increase the transparency and integ-
rity of its elections and ensure public access
to election information and the media. The
same reforms are being rolled back in Russia.

Kazakhstan may well be that alternative. At
the meeting in Madrid, Kazakhstan’s foreign
minister, ~ Marat  Tazhin, stated that
“Kazakhstan accepts with a strong sense of
duty and firm commitment the role of Chair-
man-in-Office of OSCE for 2010” and pledged
to uphold and protect OSCE’s election-moni-
toring activities.

The other Commonwealth-of-Independent
States in the former Soviet union are surely
observing these developments as they ap-
proach their own political crossroads. One
path is the Russian way of “managed democ-
racy,” currently being exemplified by President
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Vladimir Putin, which includes consolidation of
power within his inner circle, the removal of
human rights and press freedoms, and a wor-
rying shift towards more authoritarian rule. The
other path is the Kazakh way, which includes
improving freedoms for the press and human
rights groups, greater confidence in the rule of
law, and a strengthening of democratic values.
It is my sincere hope that the other CIS coun-
tries will take the latter path.

Madam Speaker, the Bush administration
has rightly put democratization in the forefront
of its foreign policy, but it does not come
quickly or easily to countries that have only
known authoritarian rule.

Kazakhstan is such a country and while it is
not yet a full-fledged democracy, it is definitely
moving in the right direction and is deserving
of our support to head the OSCE in 2010.
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Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Mr. Larry Hendrick, a
resident of Hardin County, Kentucky. On De-
cember 12, 2007, Mr. Hendrick will receive the
National Association of Agricultural Educators
(NAAE) Teacher of the Year award for a re-
gion that includes Kentucky, lllinois, Indiana,
Michigan, Missouri, and Ohio.

Mr. Hendrick was raised on a farm in
Breckenridge County, Kentucky. He began his
teaching career in 1978 at East Hardin High
School. His first job included instructing Viet-
nam veterans as part of a co-op farming pro-
gram. In 1990, Hendrick began his tenure at
Central Hardin High School, where he con-
tinues to work today.

The NAAE Teacher of the Year award is
given to an agricultural educator who has
demonstrated the ability to involve students in
work-based learning projects and a willingness
to promote local agriculture programs. Mr.
Hendrick is a Future Farmers of America advi-
sor at Central Hardin High School. He was
previously recognized in 1995 as the National
Young Farmer Advisor of the Year.

It is my great pleasure to honor Larry
Hendrick, before the United States House of
Representatives on his selection as the Na-
tional Association of Agricultural Educators
Teacher of the Year. | congratulate him on this
achievement and thank him for his commit-
ment to educating Kentucky’s students.

——
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Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, today | rise to honor the members of
the Short Mountain Volunteer Fire Department
for their selfless dedication and bravery in pro-
tecting our families, day and night.

The Short Mountain Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment was established with the donation of
land and community support. There are 14 ac-
tive members and eight honorary members.
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